A GROUP OF NOBLE DAMES

that   his   father   and   grandfather  were   respectable
burgesses.

Sir John took occasion to inform her that she
might legally consider herself a widow; and, in brief,
Lord Uplandtowers carried his point with her, and
she married him, though he could never get her to
own that she loved him as she had loved Willowes.
In my childhood I knew an old lady whose mother
saw the wedding, and she said that when Lord and
Lady Uplandtowers drove away from her father's
house in the evening it was in a coach-and-four, and
that my lady was dressed in green and silver, and
wore the gayest hat and feather that ever were seen ;
though whether it was that the green did not suit her
complexion, or otherwise, the Countess looked pale,
and the reverse of blooming. After their marriage her
husband took her to London, and she saw the gaieties
of a season there; then they returned to Knolling-
wood Hall, and thus a year passed away.

Before their marriage her husband had seemed to
care but little about her inability to love him passion-
ately. 4 Only let me win you,' he had said, 'and I will
submit to all that.* But now her lack of warmth
seemed to irritate him, and he conducted himself
towards her with a resentfulness which led to her
passing many hours with him in painful silence. The
heir-presumptive to the title was a remote relative,
whom Lord Uplandtowers did not exclude from the
dislike he entertained towards many persons and
things besides, and he had set his mind upon a lineal
successor. He blamed her much that there was no
promise of this, and asked her what she was good for.

On a particular day in her gloomy life a letter,
addressed to her as Mrs. Willowes, reached Lady
Uplandtowers from an unexpected quarter. A sculptor
in Pisa, knowing nothing of her second marriage,
informed her that the long-delayed life-size statue of
Mr. Willowes, which, when her husband left that city,
he had been directed to retain till it was sent for, was

79